
Trees and Planning flow chart

Topographical survey

This should include the locations of all trees on the site and those 

on neighbouring land which may be affected.

Tree survey

Once the topographical survey is complete we require it as a hard copy for use in the field and as an electronic copy in DWG or DXF 

format for use with AutoCAD. 

The survey will include measurements such as height, stem diameter and crown spread. Additionally it will record the age of the trees, 

their structural and physiological condition and any recommendations for remedial work.

At this stage each tree will be assigned a category according to its retention value (High, Moderate, Low, Remove). See our cascade chart 

for tree retention criteria for more information

Tree Constraints Plan (TCP)

The information gathered from the tree survey will be used to create the TCP. This will illustrate the position of each tree, its retention 

value, the extent of the crown spread and the minimum Root Protection Area (RPA).

At this point we will liaise with the developer to advise on which trees can be removed and those that should be retained. 

Initial design stage

The developer can produce a proposed site layout based on the TCP and from consultation with ourselves. 

We will then review the proposed layout.

Initial design acceptable

The arboricultural impacts are either not 

considered significant or can be suitably 

mitigated for.

Initial design not acceptable

The resulting arboricultural impacts are 

considered too severe and not possible to 

mitigate for

Draft Arboricultural Impact Assessment (AIA) is undertaken according to our AIA process

We will consider issues such as trees loss, proximity of hard surfaces to trees that are being retained, changes 

in soil levels near trees and future conflicts such as shading of new properties.

Final design is completed.

 AIA is completed.

Planning application submitted

Planning Approval

Re-designing of site layout

We will advise on appropriate 

solutions to reduce the 

arboricultural impacts of the 

proposals
New design 

acceptable

New design not 

acceptable


